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the right bank to drive the enemy out of his position at
Abu Rumman,, and then to advance on both banks to force
the enemy out of the defences at Sannaiyat—the final barrier
across the road to Kut.
During the remainder of the month, however., heavy rain
and high floods made any operations impossible. The 31st
came, and Kut still held out. It was not till the 5th April
that the attack on Hanneh could be made.
On that day., the 13th Division,, which had taken over
from the 7th Division four days earlier, assaulted Hanneh
at dawn and found it empty,, the Turks having gone back to
the line Fallahiyeh—Abu Eumman. The same evening, the
13th Division attacked and captured Fallahiyeh which, it now
appeared, was only a covering position to the Sannaiyat de-
fences, with a loss of eighteen hundred and eighty-five
casualties. Sannaiyat alone remained—and to grapple
with it the 7th Division were moved up to Fallahiyeh. At
dawn on the 6th, this Division made a gallant attack, but
failed to get closer to the enemy's trenches at Sannaiyat than
seven hundred yards—and lost sixty per cent, of its strength
in doing so. The fate of Kut was hanging in the balance;
the fighting was desperate: the 28th Infantry Brigade lost
eleven hundred casualties in the first few minutes : the 43rd
Light Infantry (Ox. and Bucks) lost all its officers and two
hundred and twenty out of two hundred and sixty-six other
ranks; everywhere the dead lay thick on the ground, but
nowhere did the attack get home. Finally, came rain so
violent as to stop any immediate renewal of operations, and it
was not until three days later that the position was again
attacked. This time the 13th Division obtained a footing
in the defences, but only to be counter-attacked out
again at a cost of eighteen hundred casualties—or forty
per cent, of its strength. There followed another period of
violent storm and flood -when, the left bank having become
impassable, the offensive was taken up on the right bank.
Here, the Turkish position at Bait Issa was the objective
because by cutting the " bund " at that point it was possible
for the enemy to inundate the country.
On the 17th April, the 3rd Division assaulted, captured,
and afterwards held Bait Issa against a series of very
desperate counter-attacks—at the price of sixteen hundred
casualties. The enemy, who lost three thousand dead, retired
up the river to his position at Bs Sinn, but General Gorringe
could 'not exploit his success without transferring reinforcing
troops from the left bank, for which time could not be spared.

